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Fall is just around the corner. The leaves will be turn-
ing and the light will shift, providing those cool, crisp 
mountain mornings. The Art Center will be getting 
ready for our Holiday Show & Sale.

This year will be particularly spectacular. Kitty 
from Mountain Blooms donated an awesome array 
of decorations to make our galleries shine and the 
artwork in our galleries is amazing, thanks to the 
hundreds of artists who showcase their work at The 
Art Center. Teri and Marshall Williams donated four 
Remington bronze statues we may part with during 
the holiday festivities. They adorn our front lobby 
right now; it will be very hard to part with them.

We have a great deal for which to be thankful. 
Even with the economic situation, our members have 
stood behind us and have 
helped us through a difficult 
year. We have even managed 
to grow our programs and 
introduce new events. Our 
West Main Galleries in The 
Art Center are a joy to visit, 
and the tourists can’t believe 
a facility like this exists in 
such a small, rural town. 
Like our artists, we focus on 
“creating” and the rest will 
take care of itself.

Next year, 2010, will mark the 30th anniversary 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains Arts Association. The 
vision of our 200 Charter Members, as well as our 
county commissioners, has created an art experience 
in our community second only to the beauty of our 
natural environment. In honor of their vision, The 
Art Center would like to celebrate our patrons and  
all the county commissioners for the past 30 years  
at our Annual Meeting on January 30th from  

5:00-7:00 p.m. There will be food, music and fellow-
ship after a short meeting to install officers for 2010. 
We have asked Commissioner Simonds to proclaim 
2010 as The Year of Art in Fannin County.

Working with The Art Center over the last 2½ 
years has been an exhilarating experience. There have 
been many hurdles to overcome, most of which con-
cerned the building. Creating our galleries has been 
like watching a painting evolve. You have heard it 
said, “Build it and they will come.” This has been so 
true. The artists moving to this area and joining our 
ranks are nothing short of miraculous.

The Art Center and the Southern Appalachian 
Artist Guild have set a dynamic in place that is being 
noticed across the southeast. Blue Ridge is becoming 

known as an “Art Town” 
and The Art Center is becom-
ing known as a regional art 
center.

None of this could happen 
without the support of our 
members and our community. 
The Art Center is committed 
to the growth of our commu-
nity. We are also committed 
to our artists and to providing 
art activities that stimulate 

our children’s creativity and imagination. God has 
provided an environment in North Georgia that stirs 
the imagination and creates an urge to capture that 
beauty in some way. The Art Center challenges all of 
you to “get out there and create something.” Take a 
photograph, see an exhibit, make a terrarium, grow a 
flower, whatever. Just take an art adventure today!

Sarah
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From the Executive Director:

The Art Center Looks Back 
at 30 Years in the Community
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Mission Statement:

Provide Opportunities in the Realm of Art 
for Personal Growth of the Individual and 
the Economic Growth of our Community:

• �Enhance and Preserve the Quality and 
Accessibility of the Arts

• �To Honor Our Rich Heritage of Mountain 
Culture

• �Promote Contemporary Multi-Cultural Arts

• �Catalyst for Economic Development in the 
Community

Join Us:
Become a member, have a great time and 
support the arts!
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When George Eastman released his 
first Kodak promotion around 1888, his 
clever slogan was: “You press the button 
…We do the rest.”

With photography recently added to 
the list of Visual Arts at The Art Center, 
it was time to look into this medium 
further. So I talked with Joyce Dumas, a 
professional photographer and teacher of 
digital photography at The Art Center, 
and Ned Rand, a retired sales executive 
with photography as his hobby. His orga-
nizational skills are now of great value to 
the Blue Ridge Mountain Photographers 
(BRMP), our newest art club.

New Club Gets Started
We met at The Art Center and, in my 
innocence, I opened the conversation 
with the above-mentioned slogan. Wrong 
move! Joyce replied, “With today’s digi-
tal photography, these words should be 
changed to, ‘You press the button … You 
do the rest.’ Thanks to our sophisticated 
computers, scanners and printers, we 
have brought the photo lab inside our 
homes.”

After listening just a few minutes to 
these two dedicated people and their 
enthusiasm, I knew the BRMP is going 
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Blue Ridge Mountain Photographers:
Bringing Photography to The Art Center By Jaap Groen
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“High Water” (Mark Mann at Helton Creek 
Falls) by Joyce Dumas
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