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SAAG         by Bill Groce

The Southern 
Appalachian Artist Guild 

(SAAG) meets the second Thursday of 
every month in The Art Center multi-
purpose room. The program normally 
features artists demonstrating or dis-
cussing their work and techniques. The 
meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. with a 
gathering time followed by a brief busi-
ness session. The program runs from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. SAAG has an active 
program of exhibition and educational 
opportunities. Come be a part of the 
fun and growth.
• �January 14 @ 6:00 p.m.
• �February 11 @ 6:00 p.m.
• �March 11 @ 6:00 p.m.
	 For more information, contact  
The Art Center at 706-632-2144.

photographers 
	                       by Morgan Allen Baumgartner

BRMP has a new and 
improved website  
(www.brmphoto  
graphers.net) The site has 
been designed around the 
blogging software Wordpress, 
which allows us to have as many con-
tributors as would like to offer articles. 
We have categories such as announce-
ments, field shoots, assignments, 
speakers and tips. We also post our 
meeting minutes. Plus, there’s a forum 
and photo gallery where registered 
members can share and help each 
other in their photography endeavors.
	 Are you interested in photog-
raphy, but not sure you want to join? 
Come to one of our meetings and then 
join us on a complimentary field shoot. 
We welcome all guests who are consid-
ering joining but would like to see what 
it’s all about before making a commit-
ment. To join a complimentary field 
shoot, you must attend the preceding 
monthly meeting. We think you will see 
that the activities the club offers and 
the people who are members are well 
worth your time and investment!

	 The Blue Ridge Mountain 
Photography club holds its monthly 
meetings on the first Thursday of every 
month:
• January 7 @ 6:00 p.m.
• �February 4 @ 6:00 p.m.
• �March 4 @ 6:00 p.m.
Visit our website at www.brmphoto 
grapers.net for further information.

Poets & Writers 
			     by Robert Kimsey

The Blue Ridge Poets & Writers 
meet once a month to read, share 

their work, and offer critiques and 
encouragement to fellow writers. 

New writers are always welcome. Bring 
any genre: fiction, nonfiction, poetry 
or whatever they are working on. 
Meetings are the fourth Thursday of 
every month at The Art Center:
• January 28 @ 6:00 p.m.
• �February 25 @ 6:00 p.m.
• March 25 @ 6:00 p.m.
	 Please call Robert Kimsey at  
706-455-8896 for more details.

Club News & Meetings

Book Club                  by Peg Clow

The Book Club meets the second 
Monday of each month at 4:15 p.m. 
Members arrive from the surrounding 
areas and the conversations begin. We 
are a varied group with a love for inter-
esting reading material. If you enjoy 
“reading discussions,” please call us.
• January 11 @ 4:15 p.m.
• �February 8 @ 4:15 p.m.
• �March 8 @ 4:15 p.m.
	 For more information, call Peg Clow 
at 706-492-3325.

Woodcarvers         by Julia Nutting

The Blue Ridge Mountain 
Carvers meet every 
Monday at The Art Center 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. We 
invite anyone who is inter-
ested in woodcarving to join 
us. Whether you are a novice or are an 
experienced carver, you are welcome. 
You can contact us by calling Fred at 
706-632-7908 or Julia at 706-632-7877.

http://twitter.com/ 
theartcenter

www.myspace.com/
brmartsassociation

�www.facebook.com (search: Blue 
Ridge Mountains Arts Association)
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Who is Garth Weeks? Well, Garth is not 
only one of the many talented artists now 
residing in the North Georgia Mountains, 
but also an unforgettable human being 
who brightens the lives of all he meets. 
You will recognize him by the slight smile 
on his face, the mischievous twinkle in his 
eye, and his extraordinary talent ranging 
from painting to graphic design.

An Inglorious Past
Garth was born in Vermont and, at the 
age of 17, began his search for “greener 
pastures.” His quest began in Boston and 
eventually led him to the concrete towers 
of New York City. His journey began a lit-
tle rough by some standards; that is, if you 
consider weeks of sleeping inside 25 cent 
movie theaters “rough.” But to Garth, this 
was a time of “furthering his education.” 
With a smile, he might tell you stories of 
the movie theater days, or the “Automats” 
where he would feast on ketchup soup for 
his daily meal. It’s not a sad story, but one 
of the making of a man and artist who 
never takes life too seriously and who can 
always make you laugh.

But there is more to Garth than an 
easy-going nature and unassuming humor. 
There are layers of tremendous talent…
layers that have been revealed over the 
years through various jobs and locations. 
Growing up, he drew pictures and such, 
but never really pursued any type of artistic 
endeavors — an amazing fact for someone 
who eventually ended up in the illustrious 
field of fashion advertising in New York City.

Starting at the Bottom
Beginning as a messenger for an ad agency, 
he worked his way up to a position as art 
director for places such as Bloomingdales, 
where he used his artistic eye on photo 
shoots and catalog layouts. While continu-
ing his successful career, he moved to New 
Jersey in 1963 and met his lovely wife “Hank.”

Although his heart found commitment, 
his artistic spirit had not. The hustle and 
bustle and competitive nature of the adver-
tising business led him to Marco Island, 
Fla., where he and Hank moved in 1977. 
He traded the skyscrapers of New York for 

Artist in Residence:

Garth Weeks

the beaches of Florida, and began his own 
ad agency lasting for 30 years. Regardless 
of the place or type of work, Garth excelled 
by any means and standards. He not only 
succeeded in his profession, but also won 
over 60 Addy awards, the “Oscars” of the 
advertising world, as well as the American 
Express President’s Award.

A Second Beginning
One might think that all these achieve-
ments would lead to a life of contentment 
and reflection on a job well done, but 
that was still only the beginning for Garth 
Weeks. In 2000, he began to paint “seri-
ously” for the first time. And in 2001, 
Garth and Hank moved to Blue Ridge 
for yet another change of scenery and a 
less complicated lifestyle. He introduced 
himself to the Blue Ridge Mountains 
Arts Association as a volunteer (and not 
necessarily as the successful artist he had 
become.) His painting skills were first used 
to help renovate the old Fannin County 
Courthouse where The Art Center now 
resides. His brush strokes gave color to the 
walls while his personality began breathing 
new life into the historic building and to 
those involved in its transformation. He 
casually mentioned his design skills and 
eventually began doing brochures and 

logos for several local realtors and for The 
Art Center as well. His posters for our 
various art festivals have now become their 
own works of art, with people continu-
ally requesting to buy them each year. He 
donates countless hours, using his brilliant 
designs and ideas to help promote and 
enhance our nonprofit organization. But, 
of course, Garth doesn’t stop there.

His paintings have now become his 
newest achievements, with both his realis-
tic “trompe l’oeil” and his newly discovered 
folk paintings by “Abigail Christmas” 
adorning The Art Center’s walls and festi-
vals. With no formal art education and just 
pure, natural talent, Garth’s paintings will 
both amaze and amuse you. Yet unsurpris-
ingly, he says he tries not to be too serious 
about his artwork, and that he is genuinely 

“amazed and humbled to see my art hang-
ing somewhere besides my house.”

A lot of Garth’s inspiration comes from 
his childhood memories. He has two chil-
dren, Samantha and Khristian, who are 
both married with children of their own, Zoe 
and Dorathea. His daughter once told him, 
“Dad, never grow up!” When you meet 
him, you’ll see that he took her advice.

Garth is the new Artist in Residence at 
The Art Center (through the first quarter 
of 2010). If you would like more informa-
tion about Garth Weeks, visit his website 
at www.garthdidthat.com or contact The 
Art Center at 706-632-2144. Additional 
trompe-l’oil pieces are currently being 
shown at the Anthony Abreu Gallery at 
497 East Main and an Abigail Christmas 
collection is at Social Graces in the 
Courtyard just below Harvest Restaurant 
on East Main.

By Jennifer Danner

Above: “All the Marbles,” oil on canvas.

Right: “Pooh in the Woods,” oil on 
canvas.

http://www.garthdidthat.com
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2010 Calendar of Events
Jan. 30.............�Blue Ridge Mountains Arts Association Annual Meeting

MARCH 2.........�Youth Art Month Exhibit begins; runs thru March 27

April 10-11....�Plein Aire Painting Weekend

May 29.............�Southern Appalachian Artist Guild Exhibit — Opening Reception; 
runs thru June 18

May 29-30......�Arts in the Park

July 31.............�2nd Annual Blues & Jazz Festival

Sept. 18-19....�Wildlife & Nature Art Festival & Expo

sept. 18............�Blue Ridge Mountain Photographers Exhibit

Oct.................. �3rd Annual National Juried Art Show

Nov....................�Holiday Art Show & Sale

The Art Center Wish List

Large microwave & large toaster oven, nice service bowls, platters & utensils,  
wet/dry vacuum, and multi-CD player.

Welcome, 
New Members!
Ann Alexander
Laurie Alpert
Tommie Bowman
Vondell Bruschi
Sharon Hope Burns
Robyn Z. Cappelli
John Chambliss
Valerie Chitvanni
Jerry Lynn Cockerham
Jeanne Cowart
Wanda Crane
Annette Crosby
Kathleen Wade Dalton
Jamie Dickey
Barbara Ferer
Jeremy D. Ferrell
Bennett F. Files
Dixie & Dan Fitzgerald
Ruth Fox
Pam Garrett
Cathy Gore
Juanita Greenspan
Lori Grogan
Lynn Haber
Randy Hales
Susan Haynes
Cynthia Helton
Pat Holland
Bob Howell
Jeff Hutt
Tom Ledford
Jeff Long
Betty McCree
Ellen J. Minion
Jim & Cathy Pittman
Fran Ramsey
Rebecca Ray
Thomas H. Rothchild
Jack Schlachter
Pam Scroggs
Carla Self
R. Nelson Simpson, Jr.
Jim Smith
Vernon Smith
Mike Smithwick
Lewis Stewart
Tim & Stephanie Switzer
Nancy Thomason
Patricia Twitty
Joan Tyska
Hought Wahl
Jodi Williams
Leland Wykoff

Advertise with BRMAA!

Help support The Art Center and this quarterly publication by advertising your 
business in The Voice. You can supply a computer-ready pre-designed ad or we 

can help you design one. Call us 706-632-2144 today for more details.

Ad Deadlines for 
upcoming issues:

2Q10:	 Feb. 19
3Q10:	 May 21
4Q10:	 Aug. 20
1Q11:	 Nov. 19

Ad Rates (price per issue  
based on size):

Full page (7.75" x 10.25") =	 $500
Half page (7.5" x 5") = 	 $250
Quarter page (4" x 4.875") =	 $150
Biz card (3.5" x 2") =	 $75
Classified (2.25" x 2") =	 $50

Visit Our Website!

Be sure to stop by and check out our website at  
http://blueridgearts.net

You’ll find the latest and most up-to-date information on classes, gallery  
openings and other events here at The Art Center.

http://blueridgearts.net
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www.toddsuttles.com


Mission Statement:

Provide Opportunities in the Realm of Art 
for Personal Growth of the Individual and 
the Economic Growth of our Community:

• �Enhance and Preserve the Quality and 
Accessibility of the Arts

• �To Honor Our Rich Heritage of Mountain 
Culture

• �Promote Contemporary Multi-Cultural Arts

• �Catalyst for Economic Development in the 
Community

Join Us:
Become a member, have a great time and 
support the arts!

©2009 BRMAA

420 West Main Street
Blue Ridge, GA 30513

706-632-2144
706-632-7785

brmaa@etcmail.com 
http://blueridgearts.net
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